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DRAFT REGULATIONS DESIGNATING ITEMS 
REQUIRED TO BE RECYCLED 


by 
Lois Hager, Recycling Coordinator, SWMU 


DEP Commissioner Leslie Carothers held a press conference in Hartford on December 21, 1987, to 
announce the proposed regulations from Connecticut’s mandatory recycling program. These reg- 
ulations were required by P.A. 87-544 which was overwhelmingly passed by the Legislature last 
June and signed into law by Governor O’Neill on July 2, 1987. 


Saying, “These proposed regulations provide advance notice that every home and commercial es- 
tablishment in Connecticut will have to recycle some of its waste if we are to try to solve the State’s 
garbage crisis and preserve environmental quality,” Commissioner Carothers identified two lists of 
recyclable items. 


The first is a list of items which will be “required” to be recycled by municipalities within three 
months of the establishment of regional or local processing services. This list includes cardboard, 
glass and metal food containers, newspaper, office paper, scrap metal, storage batteries used in cars 
and other vehicles, used crankcase oil, and yard waste (including leaves and brush, but not grass 
clippings). These items have traditionally been recycled in Connecticut, though on a much smaller 
scale than will be the case after January 1, 1991. The act stipulates that after that date, the 
“required” items will not be accepted at landfills for burial or resource recovery facilities for 
incineration. 


The second list specifies items which are “suitable” for recycling. It includes dry-cell batteries, scrap 
tires, and two types of plastic container: (1) high-density polyethylene (H.D.P.E.) bottles or jars, such 
as containers for milk, motor oil, margarine and laundry detergent; and (2) polyethylene ter- 
ephthalate (P.E.T.) food containers, which are the more transparent, thinner plastic bottles used for 
soda, water and other beverages. Technologies for recycling these “suitable” items are now being 
developed. The “suitable” list will be required to be recycled as soon as their recycling becomes 
feasible on a large scale. 


The proposed regulations require all solid waste facilities to submit a plan to the DEP by April 1, 
1989, describing how they expect to ensure that recyclable items are not knowingly accepted for 
disposal. These plans are to be coordinated with those of other solid waste facilities and collection 
systems which may transfer waste to them, and they are to describe how the facility will (1) notify 
its users concerning the requirements of the recycling program, (2) impose penalties for non- 
compliance, and (3) handle any recyclable material which is inadvertently delivered. 


The regulations also contain municipal planning and reporting requirements. Municipalities which 
participate in DEP approved regional planning efforts for recycling or which develop local recycling 
plans in accordance with Section 3 of the mandatory recycling act will be considered to be in 
compliance with the regulations until January 1, 1991. Municipal or regional plans are required to 
include a program and schedule to ensure that recycling service will be available for the designated 
items by January 1, 1991, interim target dates for recycling any items which can be recycled before 
that date, and proposed methods of public information and enforcement. The entity which is 
responsible for implementing a municipal or regional recycling program will be required to submit 
annual reports to the DEP specifying the type and quantity of materials recycled. 


Commissioner Carothers urged people to attend one of four public meetings scheduled to discuss the 
draft regulations: January 25 (New London County Cooperative Extension Service, 562 New London 
Turn pike, Norwich); February 9 (Litchfield High School Cafeteria, Rte 202 [West Street], Litchfield); 
February 10 (CT Agricultural Experiment Station, Jones Auditorium, 123 Huntington Street, New 
Haven); and February 18 (Darien Library, 35 LeRoy Avenue, Darien). The times are all 7:30 to 9:00 
P.M. 
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The Municipal Solid Waste Recycling Advisory Council, chaired by Rep. Elizabeth Brown of Wa- 
terbury, and its Regulations Subcommittee, chaired by First Selectman Dennis Murphy of East 
Lyme, have contributed extensively to the drafting process and have endorsed the department’s 
approach. Now it’s your turn. Come to the meetings / Help us refine these proposed regulations so 
that Connecticut’s program can be as practical and effective as possible /// 


For further information, contact Lois Hager, Recycling Coordinator, DEP, 566-5847. 


GARBAGE ON TELEVISION 


CPTV TO AIR DOCUMENTARY ON SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT IN CONNECTICUT 


On January 11 at 10:00 PM and January 16 at 7:30 PM, Connecticut Public Television will 
broadcast TOWN DUMP CLOSED, a documentary special on Connecticut’s municipal solid waste 
management problems and solutions. The program will be aired on all CPTV stations on both dates: 


Channel 12, Waterbury 
Channel 24, Hartford 
Channel 49, Bridgeport 
Channel 53, Norwich 
Channel 65, New Haven 


The half-hour long program presents an overview of the state’s garbage crisis and explores the 
different options Connecticut is pursuing to manage our wastes: 


waste reduction 
recycling 
incineration with energy recovery 


all combined to minimize our dependence on landfills. This has become a hierarchy of waste 
management options subscribed to by all New England states. The CPTV special uses a half-hour 
format to explain these options, as well as their associated risks and uncertainties. Technical, 
government, and public opinion are balanced throughout the report. 


With partial funding from the Department of Environmental Protection, CPTV maintained 
editorial control and contracted independent video producer Lisa Hawley of Norwich, CT, to produce 
an environmental feature. Ms. Hawley chose the topic of municipal solid waste management. She 
researched the topic and commenced filming in March, 1987. Ms. Hawley, accompanied by a CPT V 
cameraman, became a familiar sight at public meetings, conferences, and solid waste facilities around 


Connecticut and New England during the spring, summer, and fall months. Ms. Hawley visited 
recycling centers and businesses, waste-to-energy incinerators, landfills, and the infamous Islip 
garbage barge (on its return from the Caribbean cruise.) She interviewed engineers, environmental 
and health officials, businessmen, and the “man on the street”. Ms. Hawley estimates she shot about 
38 hours of videotape. “Garbage and waste management was a fascinating topic to study,” said Ms. 
Hawley. “What I learned during this project has changed my perspective on what I throw away. I 
hope this documentary will serve as a source of education for the people of Connecticut.” 


| DEP'S Information and Education Unit will have tapes of the program available for loan. Make 
inquiries c/o the Garbage Gazette. 
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